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written and very much to the point. There is a judicious blending 
of the apposite decisions under the Act of 1867 with those under the 
Act of 1898, 80 that a very complete view of the law is afforded. 
It has always seemed to the present writer that the only practical 
way to treat such a subject as Bankruptcy was to follow the divisions 
of the subject made by the act itself, and not to attempt to group 
together in a so-called logical treatment sections separated in the act, 
but which deal with similar or cognate subjects. Such a grouping in 
treatment depends very much upon the personal equation of the 
author, and only leads to confusion on the part of those who use the 
book because their mental analysis of the subject may not be the 
same as that of the author. The objection that is raised to the treat- 
ment section by section is, that it must be in the nature of things 
somewhat fragmentary. Thus, for instance, it is said that since 
Section 2 and Section 23 deal with the same head, namely jurisdic- 
tion, they should be treated together ; that, as parts of Sections 3, 
18, and 59 deal with the procedure requisite to the filing of a peti- 
tion, they should logically go together, and that a person unac- 
quainted with a full text of the act may be led to suppose that he 
knows practically all the requirements of a petition when he has 
read Section 3 and Section 18 and may overlook Section 59, but any 
such difficulty as this, if indeed it be a difficulty, is overcome by 
Mr. Eaton by a thorough system of cross-references between sections, 
and the references in the notes to one section, to the cognate sections. 
On the whole, there seems to be no doubt that the arrangement of 
the book is the proper one. It has in addition a merit which seems 
to be lacking in most of the books which follow this system, in that 
the notes to the various sections are not mere sketches of a perfunc- 
tory sort, but are thorough and scholarly discussions of the points 
raised. A great improvement in the present edition is the enlarge- 
ment of the type in the notes, which was perhaps too small for com- 
fort to the eyes in the earlier editions. The paper and presswork 
also seem to be somewhat better in the present edition than in the 
earlier ones. On the whole, we believe that Collier is the most con- 
venient and satisfactory reference work for a practitioner in Bank- 
ruptcv that has been given to the public. 

O.J.R. 



Electric Law. By J. A. Joyce and H. C. Joyce. New York : 
Banks Law Publishing Company. 1900. 

This is an excellent book. We have no hesitation in saying that 
the authors have fulfilled the purpose set forth in their preface ; to 
wit : " to clearly, understandingly and logically present to the pro- 
fession the entire law on the subject of electricity, with the reasons 
for its application, and so furnish the Bench and Bar with a work 
which will not be a mere reference text-book, but a treatise, and one 
which can be consulted and used to advantage by courts and lawyers, 
and be also of practical value, both to them and to electrical corpora- 
tions." In view of the use of the book by non-lawyers, the full dis- 
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cussion of elementary law in anywise germane to the comprehensive 
general subject is explained. This exposition of matters of common 
knowledge to the profession will be appreciated by business men, to 
whom the Sixth " Title " on Contracts by Telegraph will be very 
useful. On the other hand, these matters of primary learning will 
in nowise hinder the lawyer who seeks for information on any of 
the numerous and obscure points of the general subject, which are 
well presented in the volume in hand. 

In another matter, too, our authors have been very successful; 
that is, in supplying " the needs of both the case lawyer and the one 
who relies upon principles." In fact, the dual aspect of the book 
has been so well managed that much of the text might stand alone, 
after the manner of the civil law authorities, who have little concern 
with the doctrine of dare decisis and look rather to the intrinsic 
reason of rules of law. And the citation of cases is thorough enough 
to satisfy the most voracious of case-digesters. 

In view of the immense labor involved and the excellent result 
obtained, " Electric Law " is like to become a standard book. 

E. B. 8., Jr. 



Eegisteeinu Title to Land. By Jacques Dumas, L.L. D 
Chicago : Callaghan & Co. 1900. 

As we ordinarily understand registration in the United States, we 
mean what Dr. Dumas calls, an imperfect system of registration, to 
wit : registration of deeds ; but the author clearly shows its incom- 
pleteness. The holder, under a registered deed, may only claim a 
right of priority against a third person whose right has not been 
made public, and he is constantly exposed to the consequences of 
any defect in his grantor's title. 

Now, a perfect system of registration has for its object, to make a 
title absolutely indefeasible. It contains three distinctive features : 
(1) Grant of an absolute title ; (2) compulsion ; (3) compensation 
for errors. In only five or six countries has the complete system 
gained a foothold. A brief view of its workings in Australia, under 
the management of Sir Robert Torreas, will show its purpose. The 
owner of land there makes application to the "register," who refers 
the question of title to a board of " examiners of titles." They pass 
upon the applicant's right to the land and the register gives him a 
certificate setting forth the nature of the estate. This certificate 
vests the estate indefeasibly. If it should happen that the examin- 
ers made a mistake and the real owner was deprived of his property, 
then a compensation was paid to him for the full value of the lands, 
which fund is raised by a contribution on the value of the land. 
The benefits derived from this are twofold : (1) No adverse claim 
can be raised to disturb the owner, under the registered title ; (2) it 
afl^ords great facility in further dealings with the land, because the 
next vendee has to look no further than the certificate of his vendor. 

From this brief statement we can readily see the benefits which 
Dr. Dumas says, registration has provided : (1) Security. Registra- 



